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Sir: 

The undersigned hereby petitions for a one month extension of time to 
respond to the office action mailed February 14, 2002. A check in the amount of 
$1 1 0 is attached to satisfy the extension of time fee. If any additional extensions 
of time are required to gain entry of this response, provisional request therefore is 
hereby made. If any additional fees are required to grant this petition or gain entry 
of this response, the Commissioner is authorized to charge attorney's deposit 
account 50-2041 (Whitham, Curtis & Christofferson, P.C.). 

In response to the office action mailed February 14, 2002, the Applicant 
elects with traverse the species A invention shown in Figure 1 . Species A shows 
the basic configuration of the invention; however, the features shown in Figure 1 
are also carried on in any of the configurations shown in Figures 1, 2, 25, 35, 37, 
40 and 45. Therefore, an election of species requirement appears improper, and it 
is requested that the restriction requirement be withdrawn. 

The most important feature of the invention which Applicant requests to be 
examined is shown in Figures 49-68 of the application, and especially Figure 55, 
where the invention is to obtain information related to a structure of the sample in 
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the depth direction. None of these Figures were identified as a "species" in the 
office action. The features illustrated in these figures should be examined in 
conjunction with the elected species A if the restriction requirement is not 
withdrawn. 

The undersigned believes the following claims pertain to the elected 
species: Claim 1 (which is a generic claim) and claims 4-9, and 33. In addition, 
the tilting means of claim 13 is not specifically associated with any of the 
identified "species" arid should be considered in conjunction with the elected 
species. Furthermore, depth direction features set forth in claims 28-32 are not 
specifically associated with any of the identified "species" and should be 
considered in conjunction with the elected species. Thus, at least claims 1, 4-9, 
13, and 28-33 should be considered by the Examiner in examining this 
application; however, it is requested that all of claims 1-35 be considered since 
claim 1 is generic to all species (to the extent that there are distinct species), and 
the elements of elected species A can be found in all of the identified species. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Michael E. Whitham 
Reg. No. 32,635 
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